Virginia Area Chapter of

Pi Lambda Theta
International Honor Society and 

Professional Association in Education

2013-2014 College Scholarship/Book Award 
Application and Guidelines
For High School Seniors

About the Sponsoring Organization
Pi Lambda Theta International Honor Society and Professional Association in Education is a professional association of educators and students from across the country and abroad, who are committed to academic excellence and improvement of the teaching profession.  It was organized to provide a forum for professional interaction and growth through local chapter involvement, regional meetings, and international conferences.  Founded in 1910, Pi Lambda Theta has over 120 chapters.
September 2013
Dear Future Educator:

The Virginia Area Chapter of Pi Lambda Theta International Honor Society and Professional Association in Education is offering two scholarships in the amount of one thousand five hundred dollars each and two book scholarships of five hundred dollars each to deserving students who need financial assistance in order to attend the college/university of his or her choice.

Students must meet the following criteria:

· be in the 12th grade as of September 2013, in a public or accredited private high school

· attend school in the city of Richmond or the counties of Chesterfield, Hanover, or Henrico

· have a cumulative grade point average (GPA) of at least 3.0 on a 4.0 scale

· show leadership ability 

· have a career goal to become an educator

Application requirements include the following:

· an application form

· a transcript for the 9th,  10th, and 11th grades and a copy of grades for the first grading period of the senior year

· three reference letters

· an essay entitled, “Why I Want to Become a Teacher,” including why you need the Pi Lambda Theta Scholarship

· a personal interview

The application package must be postmarked by Tuesday, December 31, 2013 and sent to:
     Mrs. Sylvia Smith Dyer, Chairperson

     PLT Virginia Area Chapter Scholarship Committee

     P.O. Box 26426

     Richmond, VA 23260

Good Luck!

Sincerely yours,

Sylvia Smith Dyer
Sylvia Smith Dyer, Chairperson

PLT Virginia Area Chapter Scholarship Committee

Pi Lambda Theta

2013-2014 College Scholarship/ Book Award Guidelines

Eligibility

To be eligible for one of the Virginia Area Chapter of Pi Lambda Theta 2013-2014 College Scholarships or Book Awards, a student must:

· be in the 12th grade as of September 2013, in a public or accredited private high school

· attend school in the city of Richmond or Petersburg, or the counties of Chesterfield, Hanover, or Henrico

· have a cumulative grade point average (GPA) of at least 3.0 on a 4.0 scale for the previous three academic years (9th, 10th and 11th grades)

· show leadership ability

· plan to continue his or her education in an institution of higher education in the field of education

Use of Pi Lambda Theta College Scholarships/Book Awards

The college scholarships provide financial assistance for post-secondary education in an accredited institution of higher education that leads to a degree in education.  The winner may use the scholarship for tuition, fees, and lodging required for course instruction that will result in a degree from a four-year college or university.  The book award may be used for course books.

Application Package

The Pi Lambda Theta 2013-14 College Scholarship/ Book Award Application Package includes: 

· an application form

· an essay, entitled “Why I Want to Become a Teacher,” including why you need the PLT Scholarship/ Book Award

· three reference letters

· an official transcript with a cumulative grade point average for the 9th, 10th and 11th  grades and a copy of grades for the first grading period of the senior year

· a personal interview.

Deadline

The complete application package with the official transcript must be postmarked by Tuesday, December 31, 2013.  Mail to:

Mrs. Sylvia Smith Dyer

Chairperson, PLT Scholarship Committee


Pi Lambda Theta – VA Area Chapter


P.O. Box 26426


Richmond, VA  23260

Essay

Please write an essay entitled, “Why I Want to Become a Teacher.”   You must include why you need the PLT scholarship.  Your essay should not exceed two (2) typewritten, one and one-half spaced pages, using a 12 point typeface (such as Times New Roman).  Put your name and the date at the end of your essay.  In writing the essay, use methods taught to you in your communicative arts classes.  The essay should have an introduction, body and conclusion, and should capture the readers’ interest.

Semi-Finalists

All application packets will be reviewed initially for compliance with application requirements.  Lack of compliance with all application criteria will result in the disqualification of your application packet.  Following a selection process based on a review and rating of all application packages submitted, semi-finalists will be contacted by telephone to arrange a personal interview.

Interview with Judges

A panel of judges, coordinated by the Virginia Area Chapter of Pi Lambda Theta Scholarship Committee, will conduct a personal interview with each semi-finalist in order to get to know him or her better.  

Selection of Finalists
Finalists for the Virginia Area Chapter of Pi Lambda Theta 2013-14 College Scholarships/Book Awards will be selected on the basis of the information submitted in each student’s application package and the personal interview with the judges.  Judges are looking for the best all-around applicant, so the finalists must show outstanding accomplishments.  The finalists will be notified by telephone of their selection to receive one of the Virginia Area Chapter of Pi Lambda Theta 2013-2014 College Scholarships/Book Awards.

Presentation of Recipients
The scholarship finalists will be invited to attend a Pi Lambda Theta Virginia Area Chapter event on Saturday, February 15, 2014, for presentation as a recipient of one of the scholarships/book awards.

Receipt of Pi Lambda Theta 2013-2014 Monies
In order to receive the scholarship/book award monies, the recipients must provide documentation from the registrars of their enrollment in an institution of higher education during the 2013-2014 academic year in a program leading to a degree in education.
VIRGINIA AREA CHAPTER OF PI LAMBDA THETA

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

FOR STUDENTS ENTERING THE CAREER FIELD OF EDUCATION

Please type or print, using blue or black ink only.  Completed application must be postmarked by December 31, 2013 and returned to:  Mrs. Sylvia Smith Dyer, Chairperson, PLT Scholarship Committee, Pi Lambda Theta – VA Area Chapter, P.O. Box 26426, Richmond, VA  23260

Name______________________________________________________DOB_______________________________________

Home Phone_____________________ Cell Phone______________________E-mail_________________________________

Address_____________________________________City_________________________State_________Zip_____________

Mother’s Name___________________________________________________Occupation____________________________

Address_____________________________________City_________________________State_________Zip_____________

Father’s Name____________________________________________________Occupation____________________________

Address_____________________________________City_________________________State_________Zip_____________

Number of Brothers______________ Sisters______________ Total persons in your home__________________________

School Presently Attending_______________________________________________________________________________

School Activities________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Academic Achievements / Honors_________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Community Service_____________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Church / Community Activities____________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Work Experience________________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

College / University You Plan to Attend_____________________________________________________________________

Have You Applied to this College / University?________________ Cost for One Year_______________________________

Have You Applied for Financial Aid?______________________ If No, Do You Plan to Apply?________________________

Financial Aid Package Received______________________ Have You Received Other Scholarships?_________________

If Yes, Name Organizations and the Amount Received from Each:

Organization__________________________________________________________Amount__________________________

Organization__________________________________________________________Amount__________________________

Signature__________________________________________________________________Date________________________

Pi Lambda Theta

2013-2014 Scholarship Application

Official Transcript of Grades

Please show this section to your counselor or the high school official responsible for your transcript.

· Have your counselor send one copy of your official transcript showing your cumulative grade point average (GPA) for the 9th, 10th, and 11th grades (report cards are not acceptable) and a copy of your grades for the first grading period of your senior year to:

Mrs. Sylvia Smith Dyer 

Chairperson, PLT Scholarship Committee,

Pi Lambda Theta –Virginia Area Chapter,

P.O. Box 26426

Richmond, Virginia 23260

· Your transcript must clearly show a cumulative grade point average (GPA) of at least 3.0 on a 4.0 scale (for the 9th, 10th, and 11th grades only). 

· Your transcript must have an official signature and a school seal.

· Your GPA must be verified on this page by your counselor or a school official responsible for calculating GPA’s.  The official (who may not be your legal guardian or relative) should fill in the lines below with the requested information only.

Grade Point Average Certification

This section must be fully completed and signed only by your counselor or a high school official (not related to, or the legal guardian of, the applicant).  Do not write in GPA or in any way change the information in this section, or the applicant will be disqualified.

I certify that ____________________________________ has a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or better  




(Print applicant’s name.)

(on a 4.0 scale) for grades 9, 10 and 11 only, and that she/he is a high school senior.

_________________________________________    ___________________________________

      (Signature of High School Official)

     
 (Printed Name of High School Official)

_________________________________________    ___________________________________

         (Title of High School Official)

       

           (Date)

Pi Lambda Theta

2013-2014 College Scholarship Application

Reference Letters

All applicants must include a total of three reference letters.  (1) One must be from a current or former high school teacher.  (2) One must be from a current or former high school counselor.  (3) One must be from a community representative such as a minister, employer, volunteer coordinator, neighbor, etc.  There will be no exceptions made for these requirements.  Applicants should provide each reference writer with a copy of these guidelines.

Each letter must:

· Be written by one adult (who is at least 21 years old and not the applicant’s legal guardian or relative).

· State how the reference writer knows the applicant and for how long.

· Have an original signature (not electronic, e-mailed, faxed or scanned).

· Be typewritten (word processed) in a 12 point typeface (such as Times New Roman) or legibly printed.

· Be no longer than one single-spaced, single-sided 8.5” x 11” page.

· Be addressed: “Dear PLT Scholarship Judges” and dated on or before Tuesday, December 31, 2013.

· Include the reference writer’s legible signature, address, telephone number and title.

All three reference letters must be included in the applicant’s application package.  If any are sent separately, the application will be disqualified.  All reference letter writers must be the same three adults listed below.  Pre-formatted evaluation or reference forms are not acceptable.

References

A letter from each of the three adults listed below must be included in your application package.  At least one phone number must be included below for each reference.

___________________________  _________________________  ________________________

Last Name


          First Name


 
Prefix (Mr., Ms., Mrs., Dr.)

___________________  ____________________  _____________________________________

Daytime Phone
     
     Evening Phone
            Association with applicant (high school teacher)

___________________________  _________________________  ________________________

Last Name


          First Name


 
Prefix (Mr., Ms., Mrs., Dr.)

___________________  ____________________  _____________________________________

Daytime Phone
     
     Evening Phone
            Association with applicant (high school counselor)

___________________________  _________________________  ________________________

Last Name


          First Name


 
Prefix (Mr., Ms., Mrs., Dr.)

___________________  ____________________  _____________________________________

Daytime Phone
     
     Evening Phone
            Association with applicant (community representative)

